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Synopti c Probl em

| nt roducti on

Mark 6:1-13

Mark 6:1-13 contains two different events in the
mnistry of Christ. The first half, Mark 6:1-6a, describes
Jesus' rejection at Nazareth. It is paralleled in Matthew 13:53-
58 and possi bly Luke 4:16-30. The second hal f, Mark 6:6b-13
descri bes the conm ssioning of the Twel ve disciples for
mnistry. It is clearly paralleled in Matthew 10:1, 9-14 and Luke
9:1-6.

A few things are noteworthy at the outset. First, the two
events that Mark describes in 6:1-13 are narratively separated
in both Matthew and Luke. Matthew and Luke describe a nunber of
events in Christ's mnistry occurring between the two events
descri bed consecutively in Mark 6:1-13.

Second, Matthew narrates the events in reverse order to
Mark. In Matthew the rejection at Nazareth, which Mark narrates
first, takes place in chapter 13. However, the sending of the
twel ve, which Mark narrates second, occurs in Mtthew 10.

Third, Mark 6:1-6a may or may not have a parallel in Luke.
Lane sees Luke 4:16-30 and Mark 6:1-6a as narrating two

different visits to Nazareth.® The only clear verbal parallel
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bet ween the two passages is the fanous "prophet w thout honor"

statenent.

Rej ection at Nazareth

Mark 6:1-6a (Matthew 13:53-58; Luke 4:16-30)

There is a very clear verbal relationship between Mark 6:1-
6a and Matthew 13:53-58. Both Mark and Matthew foll ow an al nost
i dentical sequence of events. Jesus arrives at his honmetown and
begi ns teaching in the synagogue on the Sabbath. After asking a
series of questions, the astonished |listeners are offended.
Jesus makes the "prophet w thout honor" statenment and has a very
l[imted mnistry. In the end, Jesus marvels at their |ack of
faith.

In addition to the simlarity between the order of events,
Mark and Matthew use many of the sane words and phrases. Listed
bel ow are sonme of the nore significant(and intriguing) verba
paral |l el s.

1. Mark 6:2 "pogentoutwtaouta” An al nost identical question
is asked in Matthew 13: 56 "pogenountoutwtauta panta".
Interestingly, in Mark, this is the first question asked by the
crowd; however, in Matthew this is the |ast question asked by
t he crowd.

2. Mark 6:3 "kai eskandal izontoenautw" Not only is this exact
sentence found in Matthew 13:57, both Mark and Matthew use the
sentence in the sane way. In both gospels, the sentence cl oses
t he doubts raised by the listeners and provides a sunmary of the

peopl es response to Jesus: they were offended at him



3. Mark 6:4 "oukestinprofhthVatinoVei mh enth patridi" Thi s exact
phrase is found in Matthew 13:57. The | arger sentence, while not
parall el ed precisely, is remarkably simlar. Luke al so records
t he "prophet w thout honor" statenent using many of the sane
words. Interestingly, John 4:44 also nentions this statenment of
Jesus.

4. Mark 6:6a "diathnapistwnautwn" Here is a phrase that is
identical to the one used in Matthew 13:58. Further significance
is found in the way the phrase is used. In Mark and Matt hew,
this phrase closes the pericope. The reader is left with a
pi cture of Jesus marveling at the unbelief of the people.

The only clear verbal relationship between Mark 6:1-6a and
Luke 4:16-30 is found in Luke 4: 24,

"oti oudeiVpr of hthVdektoVestinen patridi autou” This sentence is very
simlar to Mark 6:4. Based on this evidence, there remains a

possibility that Luke is recounting a different event.

The Sendi ng of the Twel ve

Mark 6:6b-13 (Matthew 9:35; 10:1, 7-11, 14; Luke 9:1-6)

For this pericope Matthew, Mark, Luke follow the sane order
of events. The flow of the narrative in all three synoptics is
very simlar. Jesus gathers the twelve. He gives themauthority
over evil spirits. He gives theminstructions about what to take
on their journeys. The disciples are instructed about finding
| odgi ng and what to do if a region does not wel cone them

Unli ke Mark 6:1-6a, Mark 6:6b-13 contains nunerous clear

verbal parallels in both Matthew and Luke. Although many of the



same words are used, there are fewer extended phrases that have
i dentical correspondences in the other gospels.

As in the first section, there appears to be a cl oser
rel ati onshi p between Mark and Matthew t han bet ween Mark and
Luke. Listed bel ow are sonme of the key verbal parallels

1. Mark 6:7 "edidou autoiVexousiantwn pneunmatwn twn akagartwn"
VWiile this phrase does not match Matthew 10:1 word for word,
there is significant simlarity.

2. Mark 6:8-9
"es odon...rabdon...ar ton...phr an...zwnhn cal kon...dou citwnas" Matthew 10: 9-
10 and Luke 9:3 contain nany of the sanme words related to what
the disciples were to take on their journeys.

3. Mark 6:10-11 Matthew 10:11-14, and Luke 9:4-5 do not
correspond word for word, but there are many parallels. The flow

of thought is virtually the sane in all three Synoptics.

Statistics
Mark 6:1-6a
Per cent age of words used that are conmon to the other
gospel s:
In Matthew 73/128 57%
I n Mark: 73/ 123 59%
Mark 6:6b-13
Per cent age of words used that are conmmon to the other
gospel s:
In Matthew 32/143 22%
I n Mark: 32/ 117 27%
I n Luke: 17/ 90 19%



